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2016 League of Women Voter’s Questionnaire Responses 
All candidates who responded 

Last First  Age Occupation Position 
sought 

Yrs in 
Area 

Education Experience 

Abramson Max  Just graduated Governor, State 
of New 
Hampshire 

15 Associates 
Degree in 
Computer 
Technologies 
(June 2016 

State Representative, Budget Committee, Planning Board 
Merchant Mariner 12 years 
Small business owner 

Barry Bill 56 Law 
Enforcement  (32 
Years) 

Sheriff, 
Hillsborough 
County, NH 

56 Manchester 
Central High 
School, Daniel 
Webster 
College, NH 
Police 
Standards and 
Training 

I have been in Law Enforcement for 32 years. I spent 26 years with the Hillsborough County 
Sheriff's Office. I am currently working for the Auburn Police Department. Throughout my career 
I have had the honor to work alongside law enforcement agencies throughout our state and 
country. I have volunteered my time in the community for over 35 years coaching youth sports 
as well as volunteering with the Boys and Girls Club, Big Brothers/Big Sisters, Webster House, 
Special Olympics, Salvation Army and others. It is very important to give back to the community 
that has given me so much. 

Bergeron Paul G. 55 Self-employed 
Realtor at Keller 
Williams Realty; 
Commissioner, 
Nashua Board of 
Public Works 

Commissioner, 
District 2, 
Hillsborough 
County, NH 

55 AS, New 
Hampshire 
Community 
Technical 
College 

My business experience includes real estate sales, retail management and non-profit work for 
the American Red Cross and the Nashua Soup Kitchen & Shelter.  I have worked building budgets 
and making profits as well as with the homeless, people in recovery and as a substitute teacher; 
real life experience needed for this position.  I currently serve as a Commissioner on the Nashua 
Board of Public Works.  I understand the balance of providing services to our citizens while 
maintaining a stable tax rate. 

Bryk William 61 Lawyer Register of 
Probate, 
Hillsborough 
County, NH 

1 B.Sc. 
(Economics), 
Manhattan 
College; J.D., 
Fordham 
University 
School of Law 

Twenty-six years’ experience in New York City government on staffs of City Comptroller, 
Manhattan Borough President, and City Council President, then as a lawyer for Department of 
Social Services and Correction as civil litigator and disciplinary prosecutor; also lawyer in private 
practice and columnist for daily and weekly newspapers. 

Cleaver Skip 72 Director of Event 
Management 

State 
Representative, 
Ward 8, Nashua, 
NH 

42 BS, MBA, Rivier 
University 

Teacher and Coach Football, Wrestling, Track and Cross Country, High School; College Professor 
of Business; US Marie Corps Veteran. 
Traffic Manager, US Dept of Transportation-Logan Airport; Manager, Nashua Corporation, 
Computer Products Division and International Business Equipment; Manager, Fidelity 
Investments-Defined Benefits Servicing; Managing Editor, Cool Running.com Event Management 
Consultant 

Corriveau Garth 39 Attorney Attorney, 
Hillsborough 
County, NH 

39 B.A., 
Middlebury 
College (2000); 
J.D., UNH 
School of Law 
(2004) 

Husband, father of two boys less than two, Manchester Alderman (2010-2016), educator with 
SNHU, attorney-at-law (2006-present) 

Fredette David G. 59 Treasurer/Tax 
Collector for the 
City of Nashua, 
NH 

Treasurer, 
Hillsborough 
County, NH 

59 MBA, Rivier 
University 

I will be completing my twelfth year as County Treasurer as of December 2016.  I feel both my 
professional experience and education gives me the skills and knowledge to serve the residents 
of Hillsborough County effectively.  I am very familiar with the laws and rules as they pertain to 
the safe and prudent investments of the county’s funds. 



Last First  Age Occupation Position 
sought 

Yrs in 
Area 

Education Experience 

Gale Sylvia 67 Retired/Social 
Worker 

State 
Representative, 
Ward 1 Nashua, 
NH 

40 BA-Social 
Service (UNH 
1971) 
MA-Counseling 
Psych (60 of 64 
credits)  
Feminist/ 
Family Therapy 

1976-1980 Rape & Assault Support Svcs (now BRIDGS) – co-founder/Director 
1980-2007 DCYF – Child Protection Investigator, Program Specialist/Supervisor of Nashua District 
Office 2000-2007 
2007-2009 Exec Dir NH Coalition on the Status of Women 
2009-2010 Policy Asst – House Majority Office – NH State House 
2012-2014 NH State Rep – member, Judiciary Committee (clerk) 

Gilmour Peggy 74 RN, Healthcare 
Consultant 

State Senate, 
District 12, NH 

43 RN, BS, MS RN/Health care with specialty in community health, elder care, end of life care.  Leadership as 
President/CEO Home Health and Hospice Care and Community Hospice House 
Nashua/Merrimack.  Consultant in Healthcare to home care and Hospice.  Two terms in the NH 
Senate, serving on Health and Education Committees, Vice Chair Senate Transportation, Ways 
and Means, Fish and Game committees. 
 
Community involvement via nonprofit Boards: Gateways Community Services; Nashua Drug 
Court Steering Committee; NAMI-NH; Nashua Community College Advisory Board. 

Harriott-
Gathright 

Linda 66 Retired Verizon 
Communications 

State 
Representative, 
Ward 9, Nashua, 
NH 

37 BS, AS 
Business, 
Marketing 
Concentration 

Former State Representative 2012-2014, served as a member of the Criminal Justice and 
Hillsborough County Committees.  During those two years I supported bills for Medicaid 
Expansion and minimum wage, against privatizing prisons and death penalty.  In my County 
duties worked a cross the isles to balance our Hillsborough County Budget. 

Harvey Suzanne 71 Retired; 
incumbent state 
rep 

State 
Representative, 
Ward 2, Nashua, 
NH 

15 3 yrs college - 4-term state rep 
- Prime sponsor NH’s 1

st
 human trafficking law and renewable energy portfolio standard 

(decreasing dependence on fossil fuels) 
- Retired editor & project director 

Hogan Dennis 
Charles 

52 Attorney Attorney, 
Hillsborough 
County, NH 

52 University of 
New 
Hampshire Law 

Delegate to NH 17th Constitutional Convention, State Representative elected in 1984, Insurance 
Adjuster 1987 to 1999.  Member of the NH Bar since 2002. Elected Member of the Nashua 
School Board 2006 to 2009 (Chair of the policy committee). Two terms as County Attorney 2011-
2012 & 2015-2016. 

Hohensee Doris 62  State 
Representative, 
Nashua Ward 3 

33 BA, 
mathematics 

Nashua School Board member; Policy committee chair 
Volunteer legislative advocate for education issues for 26 years 
 

 LeBrun Don 80+ Retired State 
Representative, 
Ward 5, Nashua, 
NH 

17 Community 
College 

I have served Nashua ward 5 for the past six years.  I serve on numerous health related 
committees.  Namely elderly affairs, Alzheimer’s, child hunger, child abuse, mental health, 
suicide prevention, PTSD/TBI. Many others. 

Mangipudi Latha 55 Community 
organizer and 
State Rep 

State 
Representative, 
Ward 8, Nashua, 
NH 

26 M.Sc. Speech 
& Hearing 

Worked in health care field for over 25 yrs. Served on Nashua School Board 1 term. Actively 
involved in our community to provide voice for most vulnerable population. 

Merrett Richard 64 Former law 
enforcement 

Sheriff, 
Hillsborough 
County, NH 

11 Attended 
college 

Worked 16 years as a correction Officer in Mass. And also was awarded a state police 
commission.  Ran and operated a consulting organization for law enforcement on a national 
scale. Mostly dealt with labor law and personnel issues. 
 



Last First  Age Occupation Position 
sought 

Yrs in 
Area 

Education Experience 

Murotake David K. 62 Small Business 
Owner, Engineer 

State 
Representative, 
Ward 5, Nashua, 
NH  

34 Ph.D. 
Management 
of 
Technological 
Innovation, 
MIT Sloan; 
MS/BS 
Electrical 
Engineering  & 
Computer 
Science MIT; 
BS Humanities 
& Science MIT 

Army Veteran, Small Business Owner, Consultant, Secular Carmelite (OCDS) 
2009-Current, Nashua School Board (Chair, Curriculum and Evaluation) 
2012-Current, State Representative (Science, Technology and Energy) 
Member, NH Information Technology Council 
Vice Chair, NH Joint Emergency Services Oversight Committee 
Past Member, Wireless Innovation Forum Board of Directors 
Inventor, 5 issued US Patents 

Negron Steven J. 55 Retired AF 
Officer, Small 
Business Owner 

State 
Representative, 
Ward 5, Nashua, 
NH 

27 BS/MBA Military Officer, Small Business Owner, Community involvement (Boy Scout Scoutmaster, Cal 
Ripken Baseball Coach, Nashua City League girls softball Coach, Wrestling Coach NCRJHS, Knights 
of Columbus Immaculate Conception Parish, Confirmation Program Teacher), Board of Advisors 
World Academy, Chairman, North Suburban Chamber of Commerce 
 

 Newman Sue A. 71 I’m a retired 
Realtor, who was 
a member of the 
Greater Nashua/ 
Manchester 
Board of Realtors 
for 24 years. 

State 
Representative, 
Ward 2, Nashua, 
NH 

35 Two years 
college 

Former Ward 2 Selectman, past Charlotte Ave., PTO President, Nashua Kindergarten Coalition, 
Nashua Board of Education (1988-1995), MOMS Demand Action for gun-sense.  I have common 
sense and am willing to listen to both sides of an issue.  Experience from 6 grandchildren, also! 

Nutting Allison 25 Office Manager State 
Representative, 
Ward 7, Nashua, 
NH 

25 Bachelor’s 
Degree 

Office Manager at Phoenix Manufacturing 
Interned with Planned Parenthood (2013) and the NH Citizens Alliance (2010) 
National Leaders Council Fellow (2015) 
Previous candidate for State Representative and Board of Education 

Ohm Bill 69 State Rep State 
Representative, 
Ward 9, Nashua, 
NH 

11 BSEE – MIT, 
MBA – Harvard 
Business 
School 

Vice-President and General Manager of a high-tech company employing over 100 persons. 
 

Ross Joseph 73 Publisher State 
Representative, 
Ward 8, Nashua, 
NH 

34 BS Ed., M Ed College Registrar 
Small Business Owner 
Business Forms Designer 
Editor, Publisher 

Schmidt Jan 64 Semi-retired State 
Representative, 
Ward 1, Nashua, 
NH 

17 Associate in 
Business 

Served 2 years in the State House working in the Labor Committee. Developed and introduced 
bills, testified, lobbied for their passage in their committees and on the floor of Speaker’s Hall. 
Worked on sub-committees, committees of conference, and participated in the Governor’s 
Advisory Council on Advanced Manufacturing and Education.  



Last First  Age Occupation Position 
sought 

Yrs in 
Area 

Education Experience 

Seidel Carl 78 Retired State 
Representative, 
Ward 1, Nashua, 
NH 

14 U. of 
Wisconsin BS, 
U. of Notre 
Dame MS 
Chemistry 

DuPont Merck – Ret. 1997, CFO & President, Int. 
Isotopes 1997-2000, CWS & Assoc.  
2000-2003 Consulting Industry 
NH State Representative 2008-2012, 2014-2016 
Host “The People’s View” Public Access TV Comcast Ch 96 Nashua 
Interviews of Public Officials and candidates – winner of northeast region of the alliance for 
community media award 

Sofikitis Catherine 59 Retired State 
Representative, 
Ward 7, Nashua, 
NH 

30 RN Worked for 30 years as a Registered Nurse in Critical Care at BWH in Boston. 

Timmons Gloria 64 Retired US Army 
and State of New 
Hampshire 

State 
Representative, 
Ward 2, Nashua, 
NH 

26 18 years Army (retired), Department of Employment Security, Assistant Director (retired), Co-founder of 
the Greater Nashua NAACP, 6 years, Commander of D.A.V., 1996-1997, life time member of both 
the D.A.V. and Auxiliary.  Outreach for Black Unity (OBU), secretary, Nashua Community 
Conversation on Race and Justice, “My Brother’s Keeper” activist.  NH Black Caucus member. 

Van 
Ostern 

Colin 37 Executive 
Councilor, 
Business Leader 

Governor, State 
of New 
Hampshire 

15 B.A., George 
Washington 
University  
M.B.A., Tuck 
School of 
Business at 
Dartmouth 

Colin helped launch College for America at Southern New Hampshire University, a non-profit, 
fully accredited institution that enrolls students, most debt free. 
 
-Brand Manager at Stonyfield Yogurt, where Colin was responsible for an over $100 million 
profits and loss. 
 
-Since 2012, Colin has served on the state’s Executive Council. 

Weeks Dan 33 Former Executive 
Director, Open 
Democracy 

Executive 
Councilor, 
District 5, New 
Hampshire 

23  ConVal High 
School, Yale 
(BA), Oxford 
(MPhil) 

 

Ziehm Sandra 73 Real 
Estate/Politics 

Commissioner, 
District 2, 
Hillsborough 
County, NH 

44 2 yrs college 6 yrs as Commissioner, 4 as Chair 
11 yrs Board of Ed, New Chair 
Serviced on Salvation Army Board, Women’s Council of Realtors Chair, Board of Directors, NH 
Finance & Housing 
Owner of Harmony Real Estate, 15 years or more. 

 

  



Questions and individual responses for State Representatives, State Senate and Gubernatorial Candidates 

/ŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜΩǎ bŀƳŜ What are your top three 
priorities if elected? 

The state is phasing out 
stabilization grant monies for 
local education funding, 
which helped make funding 
for public schools across New 
Hampshire more equitable. 
In light of this, what 
educational funding reforms 
would you propose or 
support to help fund Nashua 
Public Schools? 
 

Would you support 
expanding passenger rail 
service in New Hampshire, 
using any combination of 
federal, state or privately 
raised funds?  Please explain. 
 

Protecting voter rights and 
promoting the expansion of 
voter access are primary 
objectives of the League of 
Women Voters.  In 2002, the 
State of New Hampshire was 
allocated $18 million under 
the federal Help America 
Vote Act (HAVA).  Would you 
support the state using some 
of these funds to implement 
modernization efforts, such 
as online voter registration 
and technological 
improvements to the state 
voter checklist?  Please 
explain 

The aging workforce is one of 
the main economic problems 
that New Hampshire is facing.  
Assuming that all state and 
local tax rates remain 
unchanged, what policies 
would you propose or support 
to attract and retain a young 
workforce in New Hampshire? 

Abramson, Max Reduce property taxes – The 
State’s share of property 
taxes is set equal to $363 
million per year, or roughly 
$600 per year per home.  
Reducing state spending, 
bureaucracy, and state 
mandates on towns and 
schools would reduce the 
overall property tax burden.  
Not only retirees, but many 
disabled and fixed income 
and younger couples are 
struggling with rising 
property tax bills of $600-800 
per month, forcing people to 
sell their homes. 
ii. Enact Jessie’s Law – Would 
have enabled best practices, 
“Ten Different Solutions for 
Ten Different Counties” in 
addressing the drug crisis, 
while enabling a Gloucester 
style ANGEL program for 
addicts who turn themselves 
in.  Nearly every country in 
western Europe now offers 
treatment, counseling, 
recovery support, or even 
employment support to 

The Claremont decision 
turned almost every town 
into a “donor town,” 
increasing property taxes all 
over the state.  One of the 
problems that we 
encountered from my town’s 
Budget Committee was the 
high cost of federal and state 
mandates, most of which 
should be repealed.  Every 
year, the General Court adds 
a few more, though we have 
been mindful of costs this last 
session.  In the House 
Business Caucus, we work 
diligently to reduce overhead 
costs for businesses—
electricity, healthcare premia, 
fuel, heating costs, interest, 
liability insurance, workman’s 
comp, etc.  These savings also 
benefit the property tax 
payer and school districts, 
since schools are also losing 
20-30% of their budget to 
these overhead costs.  
Remove the statutory School 
Administrative Unit 
requirement. 

Only if the majority of the 
remaining $60 million of New 
Hampshire’s share can be 
raised privately. 
 
I also support removing all 
taxes, fees, mandates, and 
red tape from the 
development of alternative 
fuels, alternative energies, 
alternative engines, and 
alternative modes of 
transportation.  Transit, 
vanpools, private rail, and 
other forms of mass transit 
should be allowed to operate 
tax free as a public good, 
adapting to the changing 
demands of consumers and 
commuters as the New 
England market evolves.  
State employees should also 
be offered passes for use on 
transit in order to help build 
the necessary economies of 
scale to make this possible. 
 

Yes.  I agree with the 
principle objectives of the 
Help America Vote Act, 
especially improving the 
standards and security of 
voting and registering to 
vote, helping overseas 
military personnel vote, and 
combating voter fraud and 
voting errors.  Voter fraud 
has become a major problem 
in our state due to “drive by 
voting” from out-of-state 
activists.  I do not agree with 
online voter registration, but 
support an opt-in system for 
DMV voter registration, as 
well as voters’ pamphlets. 
 

I have absolutely nothing 
against aging Granite Staters.  I 
am aging at the same rate that 
they are.  However, the 
younger crowd mentions some 
concerns: 
i. Rising cost of apartments, 
housing – can be addressed by 
enabling Form-Based Codes, 
which allow municipalities to 
code for high quality mixed use 
development and 
redevelopment of pedestrian 
friendly town centers that do 
not require car ownership. 
ii. Improving the business 
climate for high tech, biotech, 
high end service sector, and 
other desirable jobs. 
iii. Lack of personal freedom as 
compared with other states, 
especially relating to the night 
life. 
iv. High arrest rates compared 
to other parts of the country. 
v. More public amenities, 
museums, zoos, aquaria, 
science centers, and services 
near universities. 
vi. Make independent film, 



recovering addicts to help 
them back into a routine. 
iii. Criminal justice reform 
and wrongful convictions.  
Repeal victimless crime and 
“catch all” statutes.  New 
Hampshire needs to improve 
evidence preservation and 
combat prosecutorial 
misconduct.  Many non-
violent offenders and people 
with mental health or 
addiction problems need 
help that the SPU and prison 
system don’t offer. 

music, and art projects tax 
exempt. 
vii. Enable innovative business 
models like Uber, Lyft, Arcade 
City, Airbnb Bitcoin, 
crowdfunding, Wyoming C 
Corporations, New York style 
tax incentives for new 
interstate and Internet based 
startups. 

Cleaver, Skip A. Building an economy that 
works for all New 
Hampshire Citizens, a 
“moral” economy: Making 
Medicaid expansion 
permanent, which reduces 
overall medical costs by 
insuring preventive care; 
this will add money to the 
NH economy (especially 
important for smaller, 
struggling hospitals); we 
must raise the minimum 
wage to $15; provide 
improved and subsidized 
child care; paid family and 
medical leave for all. 

B. Provide improved, 
equitable and sustainable 
education funding for 
public schools – restoring 
equity in public school 
funding (stabilization).  
This will insure all kids-
struggling and affluent 
districts alike, have equal 
resources.  We should 
eliminate charter schools 
and all vouchers, which 
drain resources from 
public schools, and 
provide tuition-free 
college for students 
attending any state 
institutions. 

It is essential to reestablish 
stabilization funding, either 
through reintroducing grants 
or by subsidy for 
redistribution of funding per 
student.  It must be a state 
mandate that all students 
have access to the same 
resources, no matter the 
district they live in and 
attend.  Public education 
funds must be for public 
schools only – no vouchers or 
charters, which drain 
resources from public schools 
(no one should profit from 
monies intended for public 
education, and it is a total 
waste to pay to establish 
alternative [charter] 
administrations).  The state 
education department must 
insure equity in funding.  We 
must introduce legislation to 
this end. 

Yes.  Federal funding is 
available, as is some funding 
from Massachusetts, 
specifically the MBTA, Cities 
and towns, as well as our 
state, will make up the 
difference, which is only a 
small percentage of the 
overall cost.  This cost would 
be returned to us many times 
over in tax revenues from 
expanded business and 
property taxes.  Passenger rail 
is essential to the continued 
expansion of our economy 
and would benefit everyone 
in NH – businesses, residents, 
property owners – and 
greatly increase state income.  
Private funds could be used 
to enhance station building 
and terminal construction, 
and in continuing promotion 
of the system.  We must take 
advantage of any and all 
funding available. 

Yes.  We must constantly 
update and expand voting 
systems and voter access.  
Online registration, a well as 
actual online voting, is 
practical and safe.  Mail-in 
balloting should also be 
implemented, both of which 
would greatly expand 
participation, which is dismal 
lately across the state, 
especially in primaries and 
off-year elections.  We should 
also upgrade our voting 
equipment for all polling 
locations, making them 
uniform across the state, and 
introduce digital records and 
roles, which would be much 
more efficient and more 
easily updated.  Much better 
systems are available, and 
upgrades are overdue.   
 
We should also do away with 
the burden of voter ID (photo 
ID), which provides NO 
benefit and can discourage 
some participants. 

We must add passenger rail in 
Nashua and Manchester as 
soon as possible and eventually 
expand it to Concord and then 
north – perhaps adding ski 
trains, which were one an 
inducement and an economic 
engine.  Improved bike and 
pedestrian transportation 
opportunities will also be 
helpful.  Most importantly, we 
must make our state colleges 
tuition free, University System 
of New Hampshire (USNH) as 
well as Community Colleges).  
We must promote as much 
cooperation as possible 
between state educational 
institutions and in-state 
business needs and 
requirements.  This will provide 
businesses a more educated 
and prepared workforce and 
expansion.  This will also attract 
new business and vastly 
improved opportunities for 
graduating students – graduate, 
undergraduate, and vocational. 



C. Improve and expand 
transportation 
infrastructure, including 
the introduction of 
passenger rail from 
Massachusetts to the 
Manchester Airport; 
support adequate repair 
for roads and bridges and 
build expanded bike and 
pedestrian ways that are 
safe and contribute to our 
overall transportation 
planning. 

Gale, Sylvia Assure continued access for 
all who are eligible to NH 
Health Protection Program 
(Medicaid Expansion). 
Expanded support for NH’s 
working families including 
livable and equitable wages, 
paid family/sick leave, & 
working toward a family 
friendly economy. 

The State of NH has in recent 
years not honored the 
promises and commitments it 
made to the towns and cities 
specific to contributions to 
catastrophic building aid for 
schools and pensions for 
public employees.  The state 
budget has contained a 
structural deficit for decades 
and many believe that it is 
time for our state to have 
serious discussions about 
sustainable sources of 
funding for all of our needs, 
starting with adequate 
education funding for all NH 
students Pre-K – 12 & 
beyond. 

The expansion of passenger 
rail into Southern NH is vital 
to assure & expand the 
economic stability and 
growth for our region.  
Nashua is one of the key 
economic drivers for the 
State of NH and we must do 
all that we can to encourage 
new & relocated businesses 
here and to facilitate 
expedient transportation for 
workers and other residents 
to and from Boston and other 
urban centers. 

I was very disappointed to 
have learned that HAVA 
funds for NH are not being 
utilized to support enhanced 
access to voting and 
improving polling options and 
facilities, particularly in 
comparison to other states.  I 
believe that we should 
maximize our use of these 
available designated funds to 
expand voter access in all 
reasonable ways. 

As NH residents become older, 
there will be increased need for 
supportive health and related 
services.  Attracting new 
generations of those who are 
still in the workforce must be 
our focus in order to create 
balance and stability to the 
state’s economic structure.  
Passenger rail expansion into 
southern NH is just one of the 
strategies that must be 
employed to achieve this along 
with expansion of workforce 
and affordable housing options. 

Gilmour, Peggy The Opioid Crisis is a major 
public health and community 
wide problem that impacts 
families, our schools, our 
First Responders, the Judicial 
System.  This is a top priority 
for our state with efforts 
toward prevention, 
treatment, and enforcement 
to remove the sources of 
opioids.   
 
Reauthorization of the NH 
Health Protection Program 
(Medicaid Expansion) is a key 
to the above (40% of 
Substance Use Disorder 

Having state support of an 
adequate education is a 
constitutional requirement.  I 
think it is time to reexamine 
the possibility of a 
constitutional amendment to 
target state funding where it 
is most needed.  Nashua has 
a high need population, and 
needs funding that some 
communities do not. 
 
This is an area that requires 
statewide discussion, to 
establish equitable funding 
mechanisms throughout New 
Hampshire. 

Yes, I would support 
expanding passenger rail 
service.  The latest economic 
impact study showed the 
advantage this would bring to 
NH in terms of new business, 
new (5600) permanent jobs, 
and development properties.  
Rail has environmental 
benefits, and has been cited 
by Millennials as a factor in 
both living and working in NH.  
Businesses have identified 
the advantage rail would 
bring in recruitment of those 
who want a metropolitan 
living experience, or who 

Yes, I would support using 
HAVA funds to update our 
voting process.  Particularly 
as we seek to engage our 
new young voters, we need 
to “get in the 21

st
 century” as 

they say.  We rely on online 
transactions for so many 
efforts, voter registration, at 
a minimum, should be 
included. 
Voter checklist improvement 
can only help toward the goal 
of encouraging all to be 
involved in the process.  
These modernization efforts 
are exactly how we should 

Rail, as previous outlined.  
Developing creative student 
loan forgiveness avenues.  
Working with the University 
and Community College 
systems to reduce tuition. 
Implementing more 
business/school initiatives that 
create internships, skill set 
oriented training programs and 
courses. 
 



treatment is via NHHPP).  In 
addition, expanded Medicaid 
is responsible for the 
continued reduction in 
hospital emergency room 
costs, and reduction of 
private insurance premium 
“cost shifting”.  I will work to 
secure reauthorization of this 
important program.  
 
Education funding, at K-12 
and our Community College 
and University systems is an 
important priority.  The high 
cost of tuition, and the 
resulting student loan debt 
are impacting our young 
population, and having a 
negative impact on retaining 
youth in NH. 
 
Workforce readiness has 
been identified by many 
businesses and employers as 
the key to locating/expanding 
in NH.  This will be one of my 
priorities in bringing business 
and education together to 
create the skill set employers 
need, and the opportunities 
students seek. 
 

 want easy access to a 
metropolitan area, i.e. 
Boston.  Our airport has lost 
carriers and schedules, and 
one of the reasons stated is 
the lack of a good multimodal 
transportation system. 
 
All our forms of transit are 
subsidized…roads, airports, 
sea ports…and economic 
benefits result.  The key to 
affordability will be 
combining sources, and 
getting proportional support 
from those communities that 
benefit in added business 
revenue.   
 

use a portion of HAVA funds. 
 

Harriott- Gathright, 
Linda 

a. Education:  I believe all 
children should have an 
equal opportunity to have 
a high quality education.  
We speak of not having 
the technical workforce in 
NH to fill the position.  It 
starts with the educational 
system being of high 
quality, teachers of high 
quality and a salary that’s 
fitting to raise a family, 
allowing our quality 
teachers to remain in NH 
and our children to want 
to come back home to 
work after graduation 

When elected I would 
support the reinstatement of 
the stabilization grant and/or 
an educational funding 
reform for Nashua Public 
Schools. 

Yes, I support expanding 
passenger rail service to NH, 
using any combination of 
federal, state or privately 
raised funds.  In the 
Corporate World it’s 
considered a win/win 
situation. We are so near to 
Boston a major system, 
however it can be quite 
difficult travelling back and 
forward. 

Yes, I support protecting 
voter rights and promoting 
the expansion of voter access 
as are primary objectives of 
the League of Women Voters. 
Yes, I support the state using 
HAVA funds to implement 
modernization efforts, such 
as online voter registration 
and technological 
improvements to the state 
voter checklist. 

I support rail to NH (Nashua, 
Manchester and Concord). Also 
increasing and supporting a 
state minimum wage.  I also 
would support paid family 
leave. Family and Medical Leave 
Act of 1993 (FMLA)...Is a United 
States Federal law requiring 
covered employers to provide 
employees job-protected and 
unpaid leave for qualified 
medical and family reasons (i.e. 
personal or family illness, family 
military leave, pregnancy, 
adoption/foster care placement 
of a child).  It’s administered by 
the US Department of Labor by 



from higher institutes of 
learning. 

b. Criminal Justice System: as 
stated before the 
opportunity to learn plays 
a role in the criminal 
justice system as well.  
Statistics show that 
children well educated are 
less likely to commit 
crimes.  Also the system 
must be just/equal in 
punishment regardless of 
the color of skin, religion, 
education etc. Laws must 
be changed so that in NH 
Truth and Sentencing 
must not apply to low 
level crimes.  Minimum, 
sentencing as well as less 
than minimum sentencing 
should be an option for 
low level offenses. 

c. Health Care: Education 
applies to health care as 
well.  The educated you 
are about health the 
healthier you are likely to 
be.  We must continue to 
have affordable health 
care and continue to 
support Medicaid 
Expansion until it becomes 
permanent in our health 
care system. We must 
continuously review and 
improve our health care 
system. 

the Wage and hour Division.  
Let us not forget affordable 
housing. 

Harvey, Suzanne - Environment 
- Children’s health, 

education, & well-being 

- Making NH a place where 
families want to live, 
work, & play 

This is not my area of 
expertise, but I do believe in a 
formula that truly helps 
communities in need. 

Yes! Rail in the southern tier 
will bring businesses and a 
younger population that NH 
needs.  It’s critical to explain 
to folks up north of 
Manchester how this will help 
the whole state’s economics. 

I worked w/Dave Scanlon & 
Anthony Stevens on a 
committee that worked on 
some of this years ago.  I 
would want to first look at 
how other states are handling 
online voter registration and 
learn from that.  Tech 
improvements – absolutely!  

- RAIL! 
- Encourage companies to 

offer attractive sign-on 
packages 

- Help college grads work 
while getting advanced 
degrees (gov’t & higher ed 
working together) 

  



Hohensee, Doris Jobs – too many of our 
children graduate from NH 
schools and leave the state to 
find jobs. 
 
Preserve essential services 
and stop downshifting of 
costs onto cities and towns. 
 
Insure highest possible 
quality of education; restore 
voice of teachers and parents 
in education. 

   Unlike other districts, 
Nashua was not shorted 
stabilization grant funds 
according former 
Superintendent Conrad and 
the recent court decision. 
   It would help all districts if 
the legislature eliminated 
unfunded mandates to 
implement federal and state 
reforms.  While Common 
Core was not directly 
mandated, the Smarter 
Balanced Assessments based 
upon the Common Core were 
mandated.  Indirect 
mandates place a heavy cost 
upon our district.  We have 
spent millions of dollars on 
curriculum development, 
textbooks, and professional 
development.   
   It is not just the cost that is 
a concern.  These reforms 
have overburdened teachers 
and undermined their ability 
to innovate in the classroom.  
Each student is unique and 
learns differently.  A uniform 
education model should not 
be imposed without careful 
review of the success or 
failure of such program in 
pilot studies. 

I support expansion of 
passenger rail service in NH if 
the legislature can do so 
responsibly without 
downshifting costs on cities 
and towns. 
 

I support updating voter 
registration if there can be a 
guarantee that any online 
program will protect the 
safety and security of the 
voter registration database 
from outside attacks.   

If NH wants a younger 
workforce, the legislature 
needs to welcome businesses 
to our state that will provide 
additional jobs.   
 
The legislature needs to 
address all those conditions 
that are needed to make our 
state attractive to new and 
relocating businesses. 
 

LeBrun, Don Beside affordable health 
care for everyone of course 
my concern is jobs, bringing 
businesses into the state, 
thus building a more robust 
economy.  Safety of our 
citizenry.  Education. 

Not being involved as much in the 
education committee I would like to 
see as much parental control as 
possible left up to the parents.  I 
promote charter schools and 
believe they should be funded the 
same as the public schools.  I 
cannot place a lack of adequate 
funding on the backs of school 
administrators.  Good education is 
the backbone of our society.  
However parents need to be able to 
decide what is most suitable for 
their child.  Trade schools are very 
important for looking for a career in 
those fields. 

I do and have voted in favor 
of rail coming to Nashua.  I do 
believe it would spur the 
economy by enticing new 
businesses to locate here. 

I would support state funds 
being used to enhance the 
voting process.  Currently my 
research tells me that while 
systems are advancing in 
reliability they are not quite 
ready to be fully 
implemented. 

Of course access to the best 
education is essential.  Also 
recognizing that many students 
are interested in trades also 
needs to be addressed.  We 
need to be certain our trade 
schools keep pace with our 
academic institutions.  Of 
course this makes little 
difference if we do not enhance 
our business climate to assure 
the jobs are here for our young 
people.  A good robust jobs 
climate will keep our younger 
population in this state. 



Mangipudi, Latha 1. Mental Health and well 
being of our citizens 

2. Educated skilled 
workforce 

3. Good public 
transportation system, 
especially rail connecting 
our communities. 

4. Nashua should be #1 place 
to live work & raise a 
family. 

Public education system is 
the core of the vibrant 
community. Education is the 
best asset our children can 
get.  I will support legislations 
to bring good educators to 
our public schools, seek & 
support legislations to get 
state & federal funding for 
full day kindergarten 

Absolutely! Public-private 
partnership to bring rail to 
Nashua & beyond. 

I believe a great democracy 
depends on good voter 
engagement & participation.  
I support any and all 
legislation that will remove 
obstacles for voting. 
Increasing voters engaged in 
this process is key. 

Making Nashua a welcoming 
community which attracts 
young workforce by increasing 
immigrants from within the 
country & outside.  Also 
focusing on early identification, 
intervention & treatment of 
young adults with mental illness 
and making them productive 
citizens.  Supporting new 
mothers socially by investing in 
new babies who can build the 
emotional bond with mothers. 
Reform of correctional system 
by strengthening innovative 
approaches such as alternative 
to incarceration. Drug court, 
mental health court in our 
community.  Offering 
integrated holistic approach to 
mental health in our 
community. 
We have many great 
opportunities to make Nashua a 
great community together we 
can achieve a lot. My core value 
is Service to my Community 
with “Yagna Spirit.” 

Murotake, David K. a. Reduce energy costs and 
improve energy reliability. 
One of my bills passed in 
2015, HB362, is already 
increasing electric grid 
reliability throughout the 
State by allowing 
enhanced tree-cutting, 
reducing the number and 
duration of power line 
failures. Continue to 
increase the resilience of 
our power grid, including 
grid modernization to 
increase reliability of low 
cost energy to our homes 
and businesses. Promote 
affordable renewable 
energy; allow increased 
use of “rooftop solar” 
energy by eliminating 
caps, and encourage use 

a. I support enhanced 
gaming, including video 
slots, poker and Kino, in 
NH, with all proceeds to 
support the Education 
Trust Fund (not the 
General Fund, as some 
have proposed). 

b. I support casino gambling 
in NH, starting with two 
Casinos, one of which 
should be located in the 
North Country and the 
other in the Southern Tier, 
with proceeds to support 
the Education Trust Fund, 
not the General Fund, as 
some have proposed. 

c. I support both the 
decriminalization, and full 
legalization of marijuana 
in NH, with 50% of tax 

a. I have voted in support of 
rail, every time in the past 
4 years. This includes 
accepting Federal funds, 
and committing State 
transportation funds for 
studies. 

b. I would support use of 
Federal and State subsidies 
with a 5-year sunset clause, 
after which rail MUST 
sustain itself on ticket 
sales. Ideally, the high 
speed rail should 
seamlessly connect 
Manchester Airport with 
SOUTH STATION in Boston, 
where passengers can 
directly transfer either to 
trains for NYC, Philadelphia 
and Washington DC, OR to 
trains headed to Logan 

a. I support use of the HAVA 
funding to allow the State 
to implement 
modernization efforts. 
Online voter registration 
should STILL include some 
form of government photo 
ID to identify the applicant, 
using secure online 
methods. For example, if 
online methods are used, 
photo-scanning an 
approved ID such as a 
drivers license or passport 
should be required, 
together with other 
biometric methods like 
facial recognition, 
fingerprint scanning, or 
voice recognition to 
securely identify the 
applicant. 

a. Stimulate the growth of high-
tech jobs, including 
innovative small-business 
start-ups, and attract more 
large high-tech companies to 
stay in, or move to, Nashua. 

b. Build a skilled work force 
(good public schools which 
produce job ready workers). 
We have good Career 
Technical Education (CTE) in 
the Nashua Schools. The 
State should encourage local 
school districts to help build 
“bridges” between NH 
employers and professional 
trades (Master, Journeyman, 
Apprentice) to offer 
internships to qualified NH 
students and graduates. This 
can attract families with high 
school students to the State. 



of large hydroelectric 
power to replace gas, with 
Power Purchase 
Agreement (PPA) to 
ensure the energy is used 
in NH. 

b. Improve public education 
by fighting unfunded 
Federal/State education 
mandates like Common 
Core, support greater 
parental choice including 
charter schools and 
support statewide all-day 
kindergarten and sensible 
early-learning initiatives. 
I’d also like to see the 
return of more “play” and 
“recess” times to 
Kindergarten and 
elementary schools, which 
research shows improves 
achievement in math and 
reading. We better need 
to support the diversity of 
our student population, 
including our immigrants 
and refugees, which we 
MUST educate by Federal 
law. 

c. Keep our younger people 
in the State, and bring 
younger people back into 
the State. NH is suffering 
from a “Silver Tsunami”, 
an aging population. We 
must reverse this trend by 
stimulating the growth of 
high-tech jobs, including 
innovative small-business 
start-ups. 

revenues to benefit the 
Education Trust Fund, and 
50% to the General Fund 
to better support law 
enforcement and 
health/human services. A 
number of States, 
including Colorado and 
Washington, have 
successfully legalized 
marijuana. Predicted 
increases in drug use have 
failed to materialize, and 
numerous small business 
and jobs have been 
created. In addition, these 
States have seen 
substantial increases in 
State revenues based on 
taxes on these 
substances, similar to 
tobacco and alcohol 
receipts. 

 
 

Airport. 
c. The eventual success of rail 
depends on Boston’s and 
Massachusetts’s 
completion of the “Big 
Dig”, a major goal of which 
was to connect NORTH 
STATION and SOUTH 
STATION. As part of any NH 
rail project, NH and MA  (as 
well as 
Nashua/Manchester and 
Boston) need to work 
together to plan the rail 
project. 

d. Beyond a “study” phase, 
the NORTH STATION to 
SOUTH STATION RAIL 
CONNECTION is a must 
before I will support any 
legislation to begin building 
rail. Without such a 
connection, the existing 
“Boston Express” bus 
service, which connects 
Manchester and Nashua 
directly to South Station 
and Logan, is a superior 
alternative to rail ending in 
North Station. 

b. Voting machines 
themselves should NOT 
directly interface with the 
Internet. Recent evidence 
has shown that, at the 
current time, it may be 
impossible to protect the 
machines from cyber 
attack. (This is why critical 
infrastructure, such as 
power systems, do not 
directly interface with the 
internet.) 

c. Existing electronic voting 
machines, such as Diebold 
machines, have been 
reported to be subject to 
vote fraud. As an engineer, 
computer scientist and 
cyber security expert, this 
threat to existing ballot 
machines is plausible and 
concerning. I would 
support NH involvement in 
a national initiative to 
provide more secure voting 
in NH. It is vital to NOT 
pass the costs to Nashua, 
as this violates the NH 
Constitution Article 28A 
prohibition against 
unfunded mandates. 

(I already helped UNH 
develop an ambitious 
internship program in 
engineering, in my first year 
as a State Rep.) 

c. Reduce the Business 
Enterprise Tax (BET) and 
Business Profit Tax (BPT).  NH 
business taxes are amongst 
the highest in the country. 
The BET discourages start-
ups from coming to NH. 

d. Maintain the “NH 
Advantage” including NO 
income or sales taxes. 

e. University System has some 
of the highest tuitions in the 
country. The answer is NOT 
to increase the taxpayer 
subsidy to UNH. Alternative 
methods should be sought. 

- Provide a form of 
“scholarship”, which 
provides partial or full 
remission of tuition to a 
State university, in exchange 
for a requirement for the 
student or graduate, to 
remain in the State for an 
equal number of years 
following graduation. 
Otherwise, the Student owes 
the State the tuition. 

- NH once offered free tuition 
to students enrolling in the 
NH National Guard or Air 
Guard.  

Negron, Steven J. 1. Fix Voter Registration Law. 
There exists in our State,  the 
possibility of someone, who is 
not a legal resident of the 
State of New Hampshire, the 
ability to cast a vote in a 
Primary or General Election, 
and affect the outcome of the 
election.  That cannot 

I do no currently have a 
position on this specific topic 
at this time.  I will however, 
support programs which 
would help make access to 
additional monies easier, in 
order to support the Nashua 
Public Schools. 
 

I would support expanding 
passenger rail service in NH 
utilizing various types of 
funding, but it comes as part 
of an overall strategy to 
increase the business base in 
the State.  Rail service in NH 
should be an ancillary 
strategy to bring people from 

1. I would absolutely support 
the State using some of the 
$18 million received under 
the Federal Help America 
Vote Act (HAVA) to do 
some sort of 
modernization effort.  
However, if you refer back 
to my #1 issue at the 

Being a Small Business Owner, I 
know firsthand the difficulties 
of attracting and keeping talent 
in our great State.  As I have 
often said, our biggest export is 
our College Graduates.  We 
need to do the following: 
1. Provide incentives to keep 

young talent in the State.  



continue to be.   
2. Opioid Crisis.  Granite Hammer 

is a good start but we need to 
be able to share critical 
information not only between 
law enforcement agencies 
within New Hampshire, but 
amongst neighboring States 
and beyond.  This issue is 
really affected on 3 fronts; 
Law Enforcement; Treatment; 
and finally Education.  Making 
drugs coming into our State 
more difficult will lead to a 
significant reduction of the 
crux of the problem.  For these 
afflicted with this disease, we 
need to provide treatment 
and easily accessible facilities 
which will get those afflicted 
on a path to recovery, and 
finally an educational thrust to 
help those gain a better 
understanding of the issue in 
its totality. 

3. Veterans.  I myself a Veteran, 
my Wife, Sister, Father, 
Father-in-Law, Nephew, and 
soon my two sons, Veteran 
issues have, and will continue 
to be, one of my top priorities!  
We need to ensure we provide 
to all of our Airmen, Soldiers, 
Sailors, Marines, and Coast 
Guardsmen, the peace of mind 
their State, which asked them 
to go in harm’s way can have 
the knowledge and peace of 
mind they will be taken care of 
upon their safe return to the 
very State who asked them to 
go! 

MA into NH for work.  I 
believe unless we fix our 
business base position in NH, 
the rail system would be and 
alternative to the exodus we 
see every day on Rte. 3 South. 

beginning of this survey, it 
is absolutely imperative, 
those who would benefit 
by a modernized voting 
system must still be valid 
and verifiable New 
Hampshire State resident! 
If there were an electronic 
database which we could 
then cross check against 
other States for 
verification, or some other 
automated mechanism by 
which voter registration 
could be verified would in 
the end keep the sanctity 
of the NH Vote intact. 

2. Any modernization which 
is electronic must also be 
viewed through a lens of 
cyber security.  
Modernization for 
modernization sake isn’t 
justifiable if in the end we 
introduce even more 
confusion and erroneous 
voting.  

 

The incentives are for both 
the Students and the 
Companies. To do that you 
need to provide an 
environment where small 
business can keep more of 
their profit which would then 
lead to an ability to hire 
additional in-state talent.  

2. An ancillary problem is 
keeping health care costs 
down so Small Businesses, 
like mine, can hire full time 
employees.  The current 
health care environment 
drives behavior such that 
small businesses only hire 
employees at 30 hrs a week 
just so they don’t have to 
offer health care benefits.  

3. Establish some 
Mentor/Protégé programs 
with the Universities in the 
State whereby 
upperclassman can be 
interns at NH companies 
which will provide segue to 
permanent positions when 
they graduate. 

 

Newman, Sue A. Support for Commuter Rail to 
get expanded from Mass. 
Into Nashua, and then on to 
Manchester Airport 
 
Support making sure that ALL 
NH citizens have access to 
affordable health insurance. 

I would like to learn more 
about the stabilization grant 
money.  But for as long as I’ve 
lived in NH, (since 1981), 
there have been budgetary 
‘pressures’ on Nashua’s 
public schools. 
 

Yes – I sure would support 
expanding commuter Rail into 
Nashua and then on to the 
Airport in Manchester.  I 
believe that rail would really 
open up the Boston to 
Manchester Airport corridor, 
and be a terrifically positive 

Yes – Those all sounds like 
great things to strive for.  
What about some early 
voting, too? 

I think this question has to 
absolutely refer back to 
question 3, regarding 
Passenger/commuter rail into 
New Hampshire – from Nashua 
to the Airport, and then 
possibly beyond.  The ‘aging of 
NH’ has been a topic of 



 
Support intervention, 
education and treatment for 
opioid, and other addictions. 

There is only so much that 
cities and towns realistically 
and politically can absorb in 
the way of revenues from 
property taxes each year.  
And Nashua has a spending 
cap. 
 
The State funds that go to 
Charter Schools affect what’s 
available for our local public 
schools.  I think there needs 
to be more honest and open 
discussion about whether NH 
has reached a critical ‘tipping 
point’ in the number of 
Charter schools that get 
approved, as they take funds 
that could otherwise go to 
our public schools. 
 
I think there also has to be 
legislative discussion to 
identify ALL possible ‘revenue 
sources’ that the State might 
be able to use toward public 
education.  I read an article 
from Fosters, from July, 2014, 
that said that since 1934, 
more than $3 Billion in 
revenue was generated for 
the state, and expectations 
were for an additional $1 
Billion for NH General Fund in 
the next 7 years.  IF that 
estimate is accurate, that 
would go out until year 2021.  
If there is a ‘revenue 
projection,’ is there any 
‘public education expense 
project” to compare with it?  I 
would think that all sources 
of revenue and revenue 
projections need to be looked 
at by the State Legislature 
and Governor. 

move forward for NH to 
embrace.  The “millennials’ 
(I’ve been told) would love it!  
I think that ALL of NH would 
benefit from the revenues, 
jobs, workers and retention 
of young people, that rail 
would offer. 

discussion for a quite a number 
of years now. 
 
I would suggest a look at the NH 
Biennial Housing Plan.  
www.nhhhfa.org.  Population is 
aging, and the housing 
inventory in many communities 
is in short supply.  There is a 
lack of ‘affordable housing’ in 
many areas, whether it’s for 
rent or to purchase.  With all 
this, I really think going back to 
the passenger/commuter rail 
question is very important! 
 
I think NH legislators need to 
consider rail not as a ‘luxury’ 
that ‘helps’ one section of the 
State, but as being ‘insurance’ 
for New Hampshire’s present 
and future vitality. 

  

http://www.nhhhfa.org/


Nutting, Allison Education- I believe that our 
state will be a better place if 
we have great public 
education and more 
affordable secondary 
education 
 
Equal Rights- I believe that 
we are making great progress 
in the equal rights 
movement, but we cannot 
take any steps backwards, 
and there is still progress to 
be made.  
 
Safety- I believe that we need 
to be a state and a 
community that people feel 
safe in. This includes 
background checks on guns, 
ending domestic and child 
abuse, and working to end 
our state’s opioid epidemic.  
 

I want to make sure Nashua’s 
schools are the best. Though I 
don’t know much about 
educational funding reforms, 
I would do anything I could to 
make sure that students and 
teachers are not worried 
about the economic value of 
printer paper, pencils, and 
tissues, when they should be 
learning.   
 

Yes, I believe it’s important to 
make public transportation 
more accessible in New 
Hampshire in any form. 

Yes, I support online voter 
registration, an updated 
voter checklist, voting 
machines that make it more 
accessible to vote, and an 
updated absentee ballot 
policy.  
 

As part of the young workforce, 
my cohorts are looking for 
affordable housing, with 
amenities like fast internet, 
good cell service, and working 
power lines, specifically for 
their homes, and active 
communities, with nightlife, 
libraries, and parks for when 
they don’t want to be home. I 
know that as I’m looking to 
start a family, I’m concerned 
about my future children’s 
education, environment, and 
safe communities. However, 
none of this matters if there is 
no growing economy in New 
Hampshire. I believe we need 
more affordable colleges in our 
state, to attract young people, 
and a variety of well-paying 
jobs so they stay.  
 

Ohm, Bill Accurate revenue forecasts. 
Zero-based budgeting, to 
take a fresh look at priorities 
and make the proper choices. 
Education reform by allowing 
parents to have vouchers to 
use at the school of their 
choice. 

School choice is a proven 
method to improve education 
outcomes.  Provide parents 
with vouchers to use at the 
school of their choice. 
 

Yes.  Grants are available to 
update the costs and 
alternatives, and should be 
taken. 
 

All citizens should vote where 
they reside, and some of 
those HAVA funds should be 
used to confirm proper 
registration, including the 
taking of a photo where no ID 
is offered. 
 
Online registration can be 
subject to hacking, and voters 
should register in person with 
the proper ID to preserve the 
integrity of the ballot.   Note 
that the Attorney General’s 
office has yet to complete the 
voter fraud investigation of 
the 2012 and 2014 elections.  
I have met with Bill Gardner 
and am working with him on 
legislation to reform the 
present system. 
 
HAVA funds certainly should 
be used to update the voter 
checklists. 

Bringing more business to NH 
with create the jobs necessary 
to attract and retain the young 
workforce.  
 
I served on a commission on 
business regulations, which 
proposed a number of reforms, 
such as one-stop permitting to 
cut red tape.  One of the 
biggest impediments to 
attracting and retaining 
business is our high cost of 
energy.  Additional sources of 
supply, such as Northern Pass 
and expanded natural gas 
pipelines will drive down 
electricity prices and make NH 
more competitive with 
manufacturing business 
avoiding New England for 
southern states. 

  



Ross, Joseph 1. Absolute transparency 
except where prohibited 
by law 

2. Keep and return as much 
money as possible to 
residents 

3. Attract more companies 
to the state 

Special ed costs must be paid 
in full.  Other ed costs should 
be paid on a stable per pupil 
basis. 

NO.  Rail service would 
attract more jobs heading 
south, offering no benefit to 
Nashua or So. N.H.  Further, 
no passenger rail service in 
the country has ever 
operated without a subsidy. 
That makes rail a money pit. 

Technological yes.  To 
register, everyone should be 
required to prove residence 
and citizenship. To vote, 
positive I.D. should be 
required. 

High paying jobs are a 
necessity, that requires an 
inviting business environment, 
which includes tax credits and 
lower tax rates for business, 
perhaps tied to the number of 
employees and jobs created. 

Schmidt, Jan 1. Labor issues that will 
come before the 
committee that I have 
already asked to rejoin 
should I be returned to 
the House. From minimum 
wage to misclassification, 
protecting our labor force 
remains a very important 
goal. 

2. Voting Rights are a priority 
for me. Online 
registration, study early 
voting possibilities, 
modernize our use of 
technology while retaining 
the paper ballot, make it 
possible to register and 
change registration while 
at the DMV, are a few on 
the positive side. We also 
need to guard against 
further infringements on 
our voting right by 
blocking bad bills. 

3. Women’s rights are also of 
high importance since 
they have been under 
attack in our legislature, 
sometimes its subtle and 
sometime blatant. We 
need to be vigilant. 

The state must step up, and 
fully support adequate 
funding for all NH public 
schools. This is a budget 
issue, where Republicans say 
we have to cut, and 
Democrats say we have to 
fund our schools one way or 
another. By cutting hundreds 
of thousands of dollars to 
Nashua in this last budget or 
School Board was faced with 
some terrible choices. As the 
7th riches state in the richest 
country in the world, NH can 
do this. We just need the will.  

 

I will support and lobby to 
bring rail to Nashua and 
beyond using any funding we 
can find. We need this to 
attract and keep young 
families, experienced workers 
for our small businesses, and 
offer more options for our 
tourism industry to thrive. 

We must require an 
accounting of the way these 
funds have been used so far, 
and make plans to use what’s 
available to modernize our 
systems. The Secretary of 
State also needs to help cities 
and towns improve 
information on Clerk’s 
webpages, and offer more 
complete training for poll 
workers who face more and 
more complex elections as 
laws change.  

We are promised fewer fees 
and taxes when the state is 
under Republican leadership, 
but these cuts at the state level 
mean that cities and towns 
must carry a heavier burden or 
reduce services. Higher 
property taxes, college costs 
highest in the nation, and 
schools forced to cut programs, 
roads that have to wait for 
funding, no early childhood 
education available, and 
services dependent on non-
profit organizations is no way to 
entice new families to come to 
NH. It’s time to rethink our 
priorities. We can work towards 
a strong vibrant state… or one 
going backwards. I think we’d 
all like NH to be the best it can 
be. 

Seidel, Carl ¶ Assure a balanced budget 
with no increase in tax or 
fees by growing the 
economy and having a 
more effective state 
government that will help 
residents and business 

¶ Improve Health care and 
respond to substance abuse 
needs 

¶ Work on a more equitable 
system for dealing with all 
educational needs by 
restricting state oversight 
to allow more local control, 
drop common core 
requirements, allow more 
school choice.  Support 
charter schools 

¶ Allow more parental 

I have voted for the $4,000 
program to complete the 
study proposals which was 
voted down by the 
legislature.  Nashua and 
Manchester have not 
convinced their neighbors of 
the value of rail.  I would 
prefer just bringing the rail to 
the NH border to see if the 

I have voted for a photo ID 
requirement and I believe 
that voters should use 
current process which 
guarantee that all citizens can 
easily register to vote. 

Improving economic conditions 
in the state, do a promotion 
that NAAH is open to new 
business 
Work with educational trainers 
to train our young citizens for 
the needs of industry 



¶ Provide necessary 
infrastructure to meet 
states needs 

¶ Provide more effective 
services to our citizens & 
business. 

control over the choice of 
the educational system for 
their children 

projected usage is valid.  I 
believe that a transportation 
for both N/S and W/W 
transport should be studies 
for bus & rail for our 
longterm needs.  Our current 
bus program for Nashua to 
Boston as well as from 
Manchester is OK. 

Sofikitis, Catherine 1. Expand rail in New 
Hampshire 

2. Get Big Money out of 
politics 

3. Decrease the use of fossil 
fuels and expand the use 
of renewable energy 

There must be a stable 
equitable funding source for 
education.  It is not enough to 
cut. I plan to work hard to 
learn about this and become 
part of the solution. 

We have been hearing these 
words ever since I moved to 
Nashua.  It is beyond time to 
expand rail into New 
Hampshire. Whatever it 
takes. 

This least election season was 
an unmitigated disaster.  I’m 
unsure about the online stuff 
now because of all the 
hacking and voter purges that 
were done and the Diebold 
voting machine hacking.  We 
need to restore the Voting 
Rights Act.  We need to get 
non voters engaged. 

I need to learn more about this.  
Rail will help I am sure as it 
would be a bridge not only to 
Boston but NYC. Jobs. Cheaper 
college. 

Timmons, Gloria Veterans Service is a top 
priority, afford housing, 
homelessness and easy 
access to mental health, 
medical service and care.  
Secondly, Commuter Rail 
from Boston to Concord, NH.  
Commuter rail will bring 
young people, back into NH, 
create new businesses and 
lastly, comprehensive gun 
control laws to help prevent 
accidental shooting.  This 
does not mean banning all 
guns and doing door to door 
confiscation, but stricter gun 
control laws to help keep 
guns out of the hands of 
criminals.  I believe there 
should be a ban on military 
style weapons. 

If HB 563 passes, it would 
increase the amount of state 
money for charter schools.  I 
believe in a strong public 
school that would be more 
equitable.  In light of this bill, 
funding will decrease in the 
public school and it would 
ultimately destroy instead of 
improving public education.  I 
see this happen in many 
states.  Some states have 
lotteries to get into charter 
schools.  The demand is so 
great, that they turn down 
certain children, who family 
simply can’t afford to get 
them to those charter 
schools.  I believe that we 
should not give money to 
charter schools.  Secondly, I 
believe that casinos may help 
with funding of public 
schools.  People are leaving 
the state anyway to go 
elsewhere to gamble, keep 
that money in NH and help 
support schools. 

Yes! I am a strong supporter 
of passenger rail service in 
NH.  Rail service will draw 
large numbers of commuters 
to NH.  With the increased of 
public awareness of 
congestion and dependence 
on fossil fuels, and other 
environmental issues is a 
reason why passenger rail is 
so important.  As stated 
before, this will help 
economic group, bring young 
people back into NH and 
most of all lower the cost of 
owning, operating and 
parking, thereby cutting 
down on automobile 
accidents. 

I believe voting is a right not a 
privilege.  NH do not have 
online voter’s application and 
I like to see that happen.  I 
also believe that one is issued 
a driving license or non-driver 
ID that should be sufficient 
enough to use as registration. 

More technical jobs, higher 
salaries, affordable housing, 
affordable daycare, commuter 
rail, a young night life, i.e. social 
clubs, reviving downtown 
Nashua. 

  



Van Ostern, Colin 1. New Hampshire has the highest 
in-state tuition and the highest 
level of student debt in the 
country and as Governor Colin 
will fight to cut college costs 
and make higher education 
more affordable to strengthen 
New Hampshire’s workforce. 
Countless employers in growing 
industries in our state like 
manufacturing, high-tech, 
medical services, and other 
fast-growing sectors of our 
economy desperately need 
skilled workers and growing 
access to higher education will 
provide the skills required for 
good paying jobs. 

2. The opioid and drug crisis is the 
most urgent threat to our 
public health and quality of life 
here in New Hampshire and as 
Governor, Colin will work 
tirelessly to fight the problem, 
not the people with the 
problem. That means ensuring 
drug treatment centers have 
the resources needed to 
succeed making permanent the 
bipartisan New Hampshire 
Health Protection Plan, which 
has provided 7,500 Granite 
Staters with substance abuse 
treatment, prevention and 
recovery services. 

3. As Governor, Colin will invest in 
solar and renewable energy to 
hold down energy costs, create 
local, high-paying jobs, and 
protect the environment, which 
is critical to our tourism 
industry. 

As Governor Colin will ensure 
our public schools and our 
teachers have the resources 
they need to succeed and 
fully fund the state’s 
education commitments to 
local communities for the first 
time in years.  
 
Colin will also work to 
increase state funds from half 
the costs to full costs for 
kindergarten, which will help 
level the playing field and 
give all New Hampshire 
students regardless of their 
economic background the 
head start they need for 
future success and provide 
more support for local school 
districts. 

Yes. One of the central 
reasons Colin successfully ran 
for the Executive Council in 
2012 was to help secure the 
Capital Corridor study, which 
now projects commuter rail 
will help NH employers create 
over 5,600 new jobs and 
develop nearly 2 million 
square feet of commercial 
real estate. Shortly after 
announcing his campaign for 
Governor he released a 
detailed financing plan which 
would achieve rail for just $3-
4 million/year in state funds, 
including both capital and 
operating costs. As Governor, 
he will actively work to 
ensure commuter rail 
becomes a reality. Broadly 
supported by the business 
community, passenger rail is 
essential to helping attract 
and retain workers in New 
Hampshire and to support 
economic development. 

Colin is a staunch advocate of 
protecting voting rights. He 
would also seek to modernize 
the state’s voting system by 
implementing same-day 
voter registration, online 
voter registration and 
technological improvements 
to the state voter checklist. 
 

As governor, Colin will work to 
cut college costs and student 
debt, boost workforce 
development, keep taxes low, 
and oppose a sales or income 
tax, invest in commuter rail and 
infrastructure projects that 
strengthen our economy and 
bring and keep more young 
people here in New Hampshire.  
 
Colin believes we cannot have 
the highest levels of student 
debt and the highest college 
costs in the country. He’s 
worked in his business career to 
make college affordable for 
everyone, and he’ll champion 
the goal of debt-free college 
education as Governor. 
 
In 2013, Colin helped launch 
College for America at Southern 
New Hampshire University — a 
nonprofit, fully-accredited 
college that helps frontline, 
working adults achieve a 
college education with little or 
no debt. The school has 
enrolled thousands of students 
— the vast majority taking on 
zero debt at all — and has 
partnered with more than 100 
employers ranging from local 
nonprofits to Fortune 50 
companies to strengthen their 
workforce. 

 

  



Questions and individual responses for County Candidates 

Name County position sought If elected, what are your top priorities? 

Barry, Bill Sheriff, Hillsborough 
County, NH 

The opioid crisis is my number one concern. I have had the opportunity as an Alderman in Manchester to work alongside our first 
responders (Police, Fire and Ambulance) to come up with a solution to this epidemic. I am the Chairman of the Committee on 
Alcohol, Other Drugs and Youth Services. I have met with treatment organizations such as Hope for NH Recovery, Serenity Place, 
Families in Transition and many others. We are working very hard to educate our children on the impact that Heroin and opioids 
have on society. People that are overdosing and dying from these drugs are good people that have made bad decisions. We can't 
give up on them. It is very important for the Sheriff to offer assistance to all of our cities and towns throughout Hillsborough County 
to make sure that our residents are safe and protected. The opioid problem has impacted every city and town. The Sheriff is the 
highest law enforcement agent in the county. He or she should be advocating for a drug court in Manchester. This isn't a Democrat 
or Republican problem, a Manchester or Nashua problem, it is a problem that we are all facing. Together we can make a difference.  

Bergeron, Paul G. Commissioner, 
Hillsborough County, NH 

The County Commissioner Position is a multifaceted role that combines budgets, property management, Registry of Deeds as well 
Human Services including the County Nursing Home, Corrections and the Drug Courts.  I believe I have unmatched experience to 
reevaluate the County Budget and departments to provide a fair and balanced budget while keeping our tax rate low. 
Encourage better communications between the legislative body, the commissioners and the department heads; better use of 
county real estate; better budgetary decision making.  It has been said that 85% of people incarcerated suffer from some type of 
substance misuse resulting in arrest, jail, release and arrest again while not getting to the root cause of substance misuse and or 
mental illness.  As a person in long term recovery I bring a very real life skill set offering my own experience as well as hope for 
people.  We have not only an Opioid Epidemic but an alcohol and mental health crisis in our State.  We cannot continue to have 
meetings and delays implementing programs to expand treatment and mental health services. 
 
1. Meet with department heads and see what works and does not work = zero based budgets. 
2. Expand North-South Drug Courts working with the County Legislators 
3. Expand drug rehabilitation and mental health programs 
4. Review of policies in the Hillsborough County jail 
5. Improve Transparency of operations making information available to the public. 
 
My goal is to bring a fresh set of eyes to the County; a hands-on approach with proven budgetary experience.  An end to “we have 
always done it this way” to a “how can we improve” while still maintaining a fair and balanced tax rate.  Our County can continue 
with the same business as usual approach or start to utilize better practices.  I believe we can and must do better and I ask for your 
vote on November 8

th
 real change starts with new leadership! 

Bryk, William Register of Probate, 
Hillsborough County, NH 

Register of Probate is a county officer whom New Hampshire’s Constitution requires to be elected by the people.  Traditionally, the 
Register provided independent clerical support for the Probate Court.  In 2011, nearly all the Register’s duties were transferred to 
anonymous bureaucrats in the court system, ostensibly to save money. 
Today, the Register is responsible only for coordinating with the circuit court’s administrative judge the preservation of closed files 
having potential historical significance.  The Register may recommend sending such files to the state archives.  The Register shall 
maintain a current index describing the location of files removed from the court.  I will acquire the index and other records from the 
incumbent Register to maintain them as required by law.  That will be my personal responsibility. 
If the Legislature restores the Register’s traditional duties, I will guide the staff to ensure that ordinary citizens receive courteous 
service and compassionate understanding.  All new employees will be screened for competent dedication to public service. 
On the rare and terrifying occasions when ordinary folks must deal with courts, they often feel intimidated by legal jargon, rules, and 
formalities.  The clerk behind the counter may be terrifying, frustrating, and provoking.  But people might feel well served if the clerk 
is helpful, patient, and efficient.   
My goal is to so manage my office that all who enter it are treated with due respect and none will suffer disadvantage because they 
cannot afford counsel.  We will work to serve the people, ensure justice, and let right be done. 

Corriveau, Garth Attorney, Hillsborough 
County, NH 

The issue that compelled me to seek the office of County Attorney is the heroin/opioid epidemic afflicting our communities.  The 
law enforcement, public health, legal and recovery professionals are passionate about the need for a new county attorney because 
hundreds have died since Dennis Hogan failed to persuade county government to fund a drug court.  I will work tirelessly to 



establish a drug court in Manchester, as well as significantly expand the Nashua Drug Court. 
 
My other key priorities will be to serve as a vocal advocate for victims of domestic and sexual violence and to strive toward common 
sense measures to reduce gun violence.  The county attorney should be more than simply our administrator, but an advocate for 
justice for all. 

Fredette, David G. Treasurer, Hillsborough 
County, NH 

1. The investments of funds are extremely important, which consists of the establishment and maintaining of a comprehensive 
investment policy that includes building solid and strong banking relations within our community. 

2. I will continue to make certain that the County’s money is fully protected.  In order to attain this protection, I will require all 
moneys to be fully guaranteed using US Treasury and Agency Securities. 

3. It is important that interest income for the county, which is derived from the income of the principal invested, increases each year 
if possible and most importantly those funds are liquid and safe. 

4. Continue to work closely with the county’s business office along with the commissioners and the executive committee.       
Hogan, Dennis Charles Attorney, Hillsborough 

County, NH 
This term the Court will introduce a new streamlined Court process referred to as Felonies First. Instead of a Circuit Court 
arraignment as the first step in a felony case, the first step will be an arraignment in Superior Court.  
 
It shifts the work to the County Attorney’s Office. The new process will be additional work, at least in the short run.  However, by 
perfecting the new intake work flow, mentioned under issue one, we intend to be ready to take advantage of the opportunities 
present by Felonies First. Files without victims may be best dealt with quickly.  If the best result requires quick resolution, we will be 
ready to get it done, thus getting the best result and allow more time for other cases. 
 
Since drugs are an underlining problem in most of the cases we handle, I have worked with the Court, state legislators, and other 
county department heads to bring additional drug treatment into the fight against increasing crime.  In my first term I supported 
Hillsborough Superior Court South’s federal grant application to start a Drug Court in Nashua. The  
State allocated funds and we have started work on a Drug Court in Manchester.  
 
The County jail will soon have a drug program referred to as SATCO (Substance Abuse Community for Offenders). I did my part in 
bringing this program to Hillsborough.   Under my leadership the office will utilize all the programs that advance individual’s sobriety 
in the hope of reducing recidivism and thus reducing crime. 

Merrett, Richard Sheriff, Hillsborough 
County, NH 

The most important thing that I will focus on is the corruption that I see in our government.  In particular, the courts and judiciary in 
general.  Not much attention is given to the supreme law of the land, the U.S. Constitution.  It is a common law document and 
common law is all but disappeared today in our courts. Regardless of anyone's personal opinion, the common law is still the law of 
the land.  I would also like to educate other law enforcement professionals in the county. 

Ziehm, Sandra Commissioner, 
Hillsborough County, NH 

County owns 500 Acres plus multi commercial buildings.  My top goal is to see all those building fully occupied and supplementing 
tax payer burden.   
Drug Court in Manchester. 
Increase senior care for our aging population which is expected to Explode. 
Support efforts to decrease drug addiction. 



Questions and individual responses for Executive Council Candidates 

Name Position sought What in your experience makes you the best qualified candidate for the office of Executive Council? 

Weeks, Dan Executive Councilor, 
District 5, New Hampshire 

I have dedicated my life to making government work for all people. Since my student days at ConVal HS in Peterborough, I have 
worked with bipartisan leaders like Sen. Warren Rudman and Granny D to launch Americans for Campaign Reform and Open 
Democracy, where I served as Executive Director until 2016. Under my leadership, Open Democracy grew to a staff of ten, recruited 
thousands of grassroots members, and passed warrant articles and state legislation to increase government transparency and 
accountability. Our inaugural Open Democracy Index received widespread attention in 2015 for its assessment of democratic 
deficits in New Hampshire and the accompanying reforms. I have written and spoken extensively on behalf of government reform, 
and traveled 10,000 miles by Greyhound bus on a poverty-line budget of $16 per day to research poverty and democracy.  
 
I believe District 5 needs new leadership on the Executive Council with deep experience and a commitment to public service over 
partisan ideology. I have worked with past governors, executive councilors, and state lawmakers in both parties to fight for gender 
equality, public education, opioid prevention, and campaign finance reform. I have analyzed complex budgets and contracts at the 
state and institutional level, recommended public appointees, and forged public-private partnerships to support proven nonprofits 
like City Year NH, where I served. As a husband, father, and homeowner in Nashua, I am invested in my community and serve as a 
board member and volunteer with numerous local and state organizations. 

 


